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NIRS would fike to go o “record" with the following Public Comment to the Depertment of
Energy Office of Civilian Radigactive Waste Management sbout the iis so-called “workshops® on -
- nuzlear waste transportation August 7-8, 1997 in Dallas TX and August 12-13, 1997 Reston VA

‘By neither effectively notifying the public nor provi ing assistance to members of thepublicto - .
attendthevaguewmtshopsonuudearwastemnsport_aﬁoq,tbeDOE,undertheguiseof"public_ o
pu-ticipation,”ilnppueinlyusingmesetaxpayer-ﬁmdedgathuingstbbﬁd‘mdworkvdth ‘ -
potential contractors to carry out future transportation contracts. This is evidenoed by the

participant list which is heavily stacked with contractors. Such interactions are innoway . -
representative of the public or public concerns. The public demands meaningful interactions, good -
Mnoﬁﬁcaﬁoninadvmmdmemblmofmemdpnpoufumeethgsmdmmpu. :

-Nmskacﬁvdy'invohedh-;homnlyismesrelatodtoxmclwwnstenndunnsponmdwe_wmk R
with and represent thousinds who have participated at various levels in the ongoing debatesand = ' -
decision—maidﬁg.l-hdthﬁebeenadequucnoticenndgenuineimminheaﬁngﬁ'omthepublic, -
wecouldhavealertedmmyparﬁcipmv{ho‘m!ympremﬂnconwnedpubﬁc.Wehd A
intethdedtoparﬁdpnte,despitethealmnnoﬁcemdvaguenmofagendamdpmpoqe,butbeﬁm- ‘
thattheBtoStﬁmueoppommityfortho“pubﬁc'togiwinmntothe'mo:ﬂ“wimdoqm

DOEinnomyfemmﬂd&ehnﬁmwb&hmmmm'w&hmchrmﬂﬁestou& SR
irradiated fuel from the commercial nuclear plants after the 1982 Nuclear Waste Policy Act. Now
DOEappéarstobetesﬁngthewuersmdphnxgingalmdintomorecontttcts(ﬁ:rumecesmy, S
risky, expensive shipment of irradiated fuc)) of which the public likely will not approve. Setting up -

“public workshops” that effectively exclude meaningful participation and criticism d _ R
shield the department from important realities with which it will eventually have to contend. s A

NmSmonglyadﬁmDOEtomth:angeof’sduﬁms‘tothemdeme T
umspo;mﬁonproﬂdnhchﬁhgmhonﬂtwﬂuaﬁmoﬁheneedmhckofmdforﬁpm .
Among the issues that we recommend DOE consider and provide answers, before any contracts -
are considered are: cessation of waste production, the involuntary radiation risks to uninformed, -
unconsenting members of the public under routine and accident conditions, liabilities borne by
locnlconmmnitiesforpersona!andpropmydamagesforbothrouﬁneandwddmﬂ o
contamination (Ihsurance policics expressly exempt nuclear accidents from coverage.), realistic =~
protection for both professional and volunteer emergency responders, Jong term costs and - o
capabilities for supplying and sustaining emergency equipment and training all along all routes,

-, long-term health care costs to routinely and accidentally exposed individuals and communities, "
~ synergistic effects with other poisons in the efivironment and on the transport routes, monitoring.
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